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FIELD NOTE

This morning, I put on 

my warmest sweater

and Robert’s old rain boots.

It rained last night and, except

for the raindrops

that plop from wet branches,

the world is hushed and peaceful.

A wonderful  rainy-  day smell 

soaks the earth.

In the corner of the porch,

a spider sits in her shimmering web.

Around me, piles of dark, drab

leaves sparkle.

Rain battered down the milkweed

but I watch

a chunky woolly bear caterpillar

nibble out from under

his  wide-  leaf umbrella.

The secrets of nature are everywhere!

:

Spider
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It’s still winter, but already
Mamma is making plans
for this year’s garden.
She read that we should
surround the garden
with marigolds and mint
if we want to keep rabbits
from munching 
our lettuce and broccoli.

Now when I pull out the crabgrass
and dandelions,
I’ll listen, look and smell.

:
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There’s been no word from St. Nicks,
but Papa was surprised to find
another letter from Robert.
This letter is full of dreadful stories
about a strange illness
sickening the soldiers
and turning their faces blue.

One soldier complained of a headache
and died three hours later!
Avoid crowds, Rachel, and don’t spit,
Robert writes.

I’m eleven years old. 
The farthest I go
is the orchard, woods
and school if I’m not sick.

As for spitting, 
ladies never spit!

:
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