MEET AMAZING ADVOCATES,
INNOVATORS AND ATHLETES!

Canada is home to many incredible people who have made the world a better place. Reading
about them helps kids learn about our history, and instills a sense of pride. And the stories of

these trailblazers are fascinating!
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A note from the author

I've always loved hockey, so | was excited to
write about Willie. He had a tough time in the
NHL because he was Black, but he persevered
in the face of discrimination because of his
love of hockey. Willie is still involved in the
game, helping kids who are Black, Indigenous
or People of Colour (BIPOC) play and learn the
important lessons that sports can teach.

Meet Willie O'Ree

. With a friend, pretend to be Willie and a reporter

interviewing him after his first National Hockey
League (NHL) game. What questions do you
think the reporter would ask? Present the
interview to your class. Can you dress the way
the reporter and Willie might have in 19587

. Willie played for the Boston Bruins in the NHL.

The Bruins jersey is black, gold and white with
a "B" on the front. Design a new jersey for your
favourite team, real or imaginary!

. Pretend you're Willie and that you've just scored

your first goal in the NHL. Write a letter home,
telling your family about it. What details will you
include?

. Playing in the NHL was Willie's dream. Would

you like to play a professional sport? Give three
reasons why or why not.

. In 1958, Willie was the first black player in the

NHL, but there have been others since then.
Research one of them and make a list of five
facts about his life.

Find more books, teacher’s guides, activities, facts and fun stuff at
http://www.scholastic.ca/kids/thingstodo/
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