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£ ‘WAKE UPI”

TV moms wake up their kids with a loving kiss on the
Forehead. A delicate, gentle shake. A soft, singsong whisper
of *“+ime to rise and shine.”?

My mom is NOT a TV mom.

“WAKE UP!I"

She is standing in my bedroom doorway, flicking the light
switch on and off. Like this...



GLIcK!

Each burst of light stabs at my eyes. L +ry +o pull my

covers over my face, but they are whipped off my body.
“Up. Now! We’re leaving in twenty minutes, Justin Chase.”’
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JUSTIN CHASE

; o
Me, a regular kid ﬁ/(NorfOfZOWG
" ally, VOhs

al Owe
$5 haircut from e, 9 on

Mr. Snipzy ~ Scar from
) Mr. Snipzy
cutting my ear
My mom says

I’m handsome .
(but she just Mos.quufo
martied a vampire bite

so her faste is
quesﬂohab\e)

Awesowme e\bow/ L Unlimited
scab from when \ supply of belly
I tripped RN \ putton linf

the other day

Twelve years old—
could pass fof ten

Totally
emply

Hand-me-dowh ieahs
Aller@y alert
Crickets bracelet
(go\d—p\cﬁed)

3y
1o

<« from \'my cousin Barry
(hole in the knee by
me—nhof on purpose)

Shoes from that weird
wmiddle aisle in ALDI




JUSTIN CHASE

1n+erna+ional recording supers‘h\r
& teen hear+throb

Cool hair
4 Diamond
Eig\ﬂeeh years 3 /ecrrihg
o\d——cou\d &
pass for thirty

Ridiculously
good—\ook'mg

20 gazillion
dollars

Pure
wmuscle

Awesome /’,

tattoo

i to rip open shirt
Screaming fans R ‘

declaring their

uhd\/ihg love Desigher jeans worth more

& than our car (hole in The
knee by world-famous fashion
desigher——on purpose)

Personalized, custom-made
protofype sheakers

Um, yeah. So basically all we have in

common i
on is our name. And for me, it+’s a CURSE!




““Hurry up! We’re leaving in
+en minutes!”?

That’s my mom. She’s +iny,
but don’t be fooled. Do NOT

mess with this lady. Repecrl':

DO NOT MESS WITH THIS LADY!

Her name is Angelica Mary-
Grace Joy Manalo Dela-Cruz, but
everyone calls her Angel. Except
T call her ““YES, MOM!”

She’s a registered nurse.
She speaks three languages.

She runs marathons.

me.

She knows mar+tial arts.

She’s NEVER Iate.

DO NOT MESS WITH HER.

Also, she gives great hugs!
Just not right at this

exact moment in time.

“MOVE IT, MISTER!”

Other important Mom info:

LIKES DISLIKES
* Rules * Rule breqki
Cat videos o aking

« Rule breakers
° RU’E bendihg
* Rule ignoring
. Qule Forge-H»,'ng
* Rule F‘lou-Hng
« Rule ques+ionin9
. Fr095




Then IT begins. AR
“TEN SECONDS! TEN, N|NE--.”§ :

My mom loves a countdown. :
She should work at NASA!l ~——2 °
I congratulate myself for already being Fully dressed.

Sleeping in my clothes was a stroke of genius!
“EIGHT, SEVEN...”
I grab my pre-packed overnight bag. This is the
New me: organized, efficient, responsible.

“SIX, FIVE...”

Qeqdy to rule my new life. New home. New school.
New me. I+%s going to be the best week EVER! I can feel
it in my guts.

“FOUR, THREE, TWO..."

Every-l'hir\g I own is crammed into cardboard

boxes, ready to be moved o my dad’s place later
today. Goodbye, old room, old life.
Before Mom can say “One,”
I race past her, down the hallway,
and out the front door.



T don’ know what happens if she ever gets to “ONE.”
And T don’t plan on finding out.

POSSIBLE OUTCOMES OF MOM REACHING ‘ONE”

Her head explodes MY head explodes

A

Screen time banned Screen time banned
for a week for LIFE

The look. You know the one. The OTHER look. You know
LASER EYES! the one. Disappointment!
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