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Hockey?!

What are
you talking 

about? You mean 
that game that 
people play in

the cold?

And fight
each other?!

Oh, no. I canNot 
stand to seE alL 

of that.

Absolutely 
not.

No, Akim.
You are not 
going to play 

that.

Akim, 
we said 

no.

JeEz. Give
it a rest

already. Black 
people don’t

even play
hockey.

That’s 
right! 

Hockey!

it was like 
something 

just clicked!

Everything 
made sense 

as to why we 
came here.

And this would be 
that thing that 

made me make sense.

{sigh} Of course I 
had to hear 

dumb comMents 
like that from my 
brother every. 
Freakin’. Day!

Every dreamer 
has a hater…
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I don’t
understand,

Akim. This is so
expensive. Why
don’t you just

stick to socCer? 
You’re goOd
at socCer.

He was betTer
at socCer than

he was at hockey, if
you ask me. So much 
betTer. I just don’t 

understand why
hockey over

socCer!

MomMmM!
What are you

doing? This is my 
boOk. Only I’m 

alLowed to break
the fourth

walL.

Oh! I’m 
so sorRy, 

dear.

But alL I’m 
saying is you 

were betTer at 
socCer.

{sigh}

Now Edward was at that 
age when one becomes 

aware of their BlacknesS.

And back at schoOl, Edward 
had found his crew.

The NHL…
The 

National 
Hockey 
League.

I, as you can seE, 
found my love for 
hockey. This was it. 

…Even if it meant 
bugGing and 

bothering and 
pestering my 
parents every 

single day.

Oh yeah…I also 
loved socCer. 
I was realLy 

great at it toO.

No matTer what, I 
was going to 

make this hapPen… 
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Mom and Pops got me the pair
of skates at the yard sale just 

down the streEt from our 
apartment for only nine dolLars.

They were 
alL-leather 
beauties. 

They didn’t 
fit quite 

right, but 
man…

…They 
felt 

goOd.
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I went down to Trinity 
BelLwoOds Park most days 

after schoOl in the winter and 
skated on the rink there. 

I was constantly falLing. 
I couldn't stand up. 

AlL over 
the place 
for a few 
sesSions…

…And
then sesSions
four, five, six,
I got betTer,

and betTer, and 
betTer.

And then 
a year 
later…
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…I led my 
house league 
in scoring.

My favorite player 
was Eric Lindros of 

the Philadelphia Flyers.

He was a big man who 
excelLed at everything! 

6'4'', 240 pounds.

UsualLy guys like him 
only hit and fought…

but him…he fought and 
scored goals and was 
super skilLed and fast.

He changed the way 
power forward 

positions were played.

UsualLy guys in pro 
hockey only had one 
skilL they mastered. 

But he did it alL.

As a big kid 
playing hockey, 
I admired alL 

of that.

66

0i_126_9781338787603.indd   660i_126_9781338787603.indd   66 10/3/22   8:29 AM10/3/22   8:29 AM



When my parents asked me what I 
wanted for Christmas, without a 

second thought, I knew my answer!

I wanted…
Eric 

Lindros’s 
#88 jersey!

…Except…it 
wasn’t Eric 
Lindros’s

#88 jersey.

A Washington 
CapitAls 
jersey?

LINDROS
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