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To all kids playing hockey, all over the world. 
— L.S.N.
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Leon travelled from the World Championships to 

Toronto for the NHL Combine being held from 

May 26 to 31, 2014. He weighed in at 92.5 kilograms 

(204 pounds) and was 187 centimetres (6’2”) in 

height. He didn’t crack the top 10 in any of the 

physical contests, and he also wasn’t sure how he 

fared in the interviews with the general managers. 

They’d asked a lot of questions, including “Would 

you rather be a pilot, a doctor or a sharpshooter?” 

Was that a trick question? Leon answered “doctor.” 

The 52nd NHL Entry Draft was a live event, held 

on June 27 and 28 at the Wells Fargo Center in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Unlike the Import 

Draft, it was a huge in-person event. Leon needed 

to buy a suit! Dressed in a black jacket, checkered 

tie, and crisp white shirt, he waited in the stands 

with his parents.

The Florida Panthers had the first pick. They chose 

defenceman Aaron Ekblad. Leon wasn’t surprised; 

Ekblad had been talked about as the number one 

pick for months. The Buffalo Sabres had the next 

pick, calling forward Sam Reinhart. The Edmonton 

Oilers had the next pick. Leon sat nervously in his 

seat. It would be so great to be an Oiler. But Sam 

Ups and downs
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Bennett, a forward for the Kingston Frontenacs, had 

been ahead of him in the rankings all year. Would it 

be Bennett? 

Then the Oilers’ general manager called Leon’s 

name. He’d gone third in the first round. He was the 

highest-drafted German player ever! He hugged his 

family and headed to the stage. Leon proudly pulled 

on his blue-and-orange jersey. 

On August 12, he signed a three-year, entry-level 

contract with Edmonton and was told to show up at 

training camp along with the other Oilers hopefuls. 

After the draft, Leon said He had been hoping to be picked by the Oilers so 

he could wear the jersey of superstars Wayne Gretzky and Mark Messier. 
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September 24, 2014  
Pre-Season Game  

Edmonton Oilers vs. Winnipeg Jets

DOWN, NOT OUT

You got cut?
feels like it 
could be any 

one of us. 

No 
pressure, 

right?

I need to 
prove myself 

or I’ll get 
cut.

but  
I Hope you  

make the lineup 
for opening 

night.

go wide. 
Shoot from 
the right 

angle.

Right! Fingers 
crossed we get 

some pre-season 
action.

Got it.

Draisaitl, 

the first-round 

pick, takes the 

puck all the way 

down the ice!

Yeah.
I’m done 

here.

September 2014  
Oilers Training Camp 

INT_978-1-0397-0066-6.indd   20INT_978-1-0397-0066-6.indd   20 2023-07-27   1:31 PM2023-07-27   1:31 PM



2014-15 season opener 
Edmonton Oilers vs. Calgary Flames

YES!

Was it 
enough?

Thanks.  
I tried.

Let’s 
GO!

I can’t 
believe it.
I’m here!

You did  
great.

Now!

I blew it.
We lost.  

Draisaitl, 
Get out 
there!

Ugh! 
Missed it.
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We’re 
running out 

of time!

 . . . First  
NHL goal for 

Draisaitl!

October 24, 2014 
Edmonton Oilers vs. 
Carolina Hurricanes

here’s the 
rebound . . . 

 . . . What 
a save!

Draisaitl’s 
Open . . . 
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