
Mice Take The
STage

MOUSEFORD ACADEMY



If you purchased this book without a cover, you should be aware that 
this book is stolen property. It was reported as “unsold and destroyed” to 
the publisher, and neither the author nor the publisher has received any 
payment for this “stripped book.”

Copyright © 2010 by Edizioni Piemme S.p.A., Palazzo Mondadori, Via 
Mondadori 1, 20090 Segrate, Italy. 

International Rights © Atlantyca S.p.A. 

English translation © 2015 by Atlantyca S.p.A.

The publisher does not have any control over and does not assume any 
responsibility for author or third-party websites or their content.

GERONIMO STILTON and THEA STILTON names, characters, and 
related indicia are copyright, trademark, and exclusive license of Atlantyca 
S.p.A. All rights reserved. The moral right of the author has been asserted. 
Based on an original idea by Elisabetta Dami. 

www.geronimostilton.com

Published by Scholastic Inc., 557 Broadway, New York, NY 10012. 
SCHOLASTIC and associated logos are trademarks and/or registered 
trademarks of Scholastic Inc. 

Stilton is the name of a famous En glish cheese. It is a registered trademark 
of the Stilton Cheese Makers’ Association. For more information, go to 
www.stiltoncheese.com.

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, 
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without written permission 
of the copyright holder. For information regarding permission, please 
contact: Atlantyca S.p.A., Via Leopardi 8, 20123 Milan, Italy; e-mail 
foreignrights@atlantyca.it, www.atlantyca.com.

This book is a work of fction. Names, characters, places, and incidents are 
either the product of the author’s imagination or are used fctitiously, and 
any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, business establishments, 
events, or locales is entirely coincidental.

ISBN 978-0-545-87095-5

Text by Thea Stilton 
Original title La strada del successo 
Cover by Giuseppe Facciotto 
Illustrations by Barbara Pellizzari and Alessandro Muscillo 
Graphics by Chiara Cebraro

Special thanks to Beth Dunfey  
Translated by Julia Heim 
Interior design by Kay Petronio

12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1   15 16 17 18 19/0

Printed in the U.S.A.      40 
First printing 2015



1

Snout in the 

CloudS!

It was a sunny day on Whale Island. 
Mouseford Academy’s usic class was 
packed with eagerly squeaking students. 
Professor Anna Aria had a special lesson 
planned for the day. She would be lecturing 
about popular music from around the world. 
The thea Sisters — Colette, Nicky, 

Pam, Paulina, and Violet  — were seated 
in the front row, determined 
not to miss a single word. 
But Professor Aria, 
who usually had her 
paws planted firmly on 
earth, seemed to have 
her snout in the clouds!



Snout in            the Clouds!

She’d forgotten her notes in the teachers’ 
lounge, she couldn’t get the stereo to 
play, and she kept losing her train of thought.
The Thea Sisters could see their professor 

needed a helping paw. 

Faster  than the mouse who ran up 
the clock, Nicky ran to get the professor’s 
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Snout in            the Clouds!

notebook. Violet consulted her own notes 
and helped the professor get her lecture 
back on track. As for Pam, she put her magic 
fix-it paws to work and got the stereo 
working again.
“Thank you, mouselets,” said Professor 

Aria. She tapped a few keys on her computer 
and told the class, “Umm, the track you’re 
about to hear is, er, a typical example of a 
traditional Japanese song.”
But as the first notes began to play, Paulina 

murmured, “Japan, my paw! This is a famouse 
flute song from Peru!”
The students giggled under their whiskers 

as the professor quickly tried to change 
the song. It was obvious she was more 

confused than a rodent in a cat kennel.
Professor Aria pulled herself together, 

and the lesson continued without any other 
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Snout in            the Clouds!

problems. But as soon as they left the 
classroom, the Thea Sisters began chattering 
about their teacher.
“Professor Aria was more lost than a lab rat 

in a maze!” Nicky commented. “Something 
must be bothering her.”
“Hmm, I wonder,” Paulina reflected. “This 

past week I’ve seen her in the computer lab 
a bunch of times, typing and sighing, 
sighing and typing . . .”
“She’s distracted; she’s making lots of 

silly mistakes . . . isn’t it obvious?” Colette 
exclaimed. “She’s got all the symptoms: 
Professor Aria must be in love! Let’s 
go to the computer lab and get all the juicy 
details.”
The mouselets scurried over to the lab. 

It was nearly empty  — most students 
were at lunch. The only rodent seated at a 



Snout in            the Clouds!

compu t er  was Professor Aria.
The music teacher was tapping steadily on 

the keys. Then she cried, 

Oh
, my goodmouse!

“Oh, my goodmouse! I can’t believe it!”
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Alarmed, the Thea Sisters hurried to 
their professor’s side. She was chatting with 
someone on the computer.  
The screen lit up with the words: “I 

would like to hold our next concert on Whale 
Island. After all these years, at last 
we’ll have a chance to see each other again! 
What do you say?”
A concert on Whale Island? Who 

was the professor chatting with . . . and why 
did she seem so flustered?
Colette, Nicky, Pam, Paulina, and Violet 

exchanged curious glances.
“Oh, it’s nothing, mouselets,” said 

Professor Aria, trying to calm down. “I’m 
talking to Mark Mousington, an old friend 

A Mysterious 

Friend . . .
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A Mysterious Friend . . .

I’ve just gotten back in touch with.”
Colette, who was always very well informed, 

twitched her tail. “Mark Mousington? 
You mean the producer of the mouserrific 
Ratstreet Boys?”
The other mouselets stood there with their 

snouts hanging open like a pack of hungry 
cats at feeding time. The Ratstreet Boys 
were the hottest band on Mouse Island!
“Yes, him,” Professor Aria admitted with a 

smile . “We grew up 
together. We’ve 
been f r i e nds 
since we were 
mouselings.” 
The professor 

pulled an old 
photo out 
of her pocket. It 



A Mysterious Friend . . .

showed a young mouselet holding a guitar. 
Her snout was full of joy and hope, and 
she was smiling broadly. Next to her was a 
young mouse with a crazy fur-do and a funny 
outfit. He was looking at her tenderly. It 
was the professor and Mark Mousington, 
many years earlier!
“We were close friends who shared a 

love of music. When we turned fifteen, we 
started our first 

band,” Professor 
Aria explained . 
“We played small 
shows whenever 
and wherever we 
could. It was so 
much fun to go 
through it all 
together . . .”
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