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Kiranmala and the Kingdom 
Beyond – Book One 
The Serpent’s Secret Script or  
P.A. Announcement
For this Book Talk you will need
• 1 actor (Kiranmala)

My life before (using air quotes) “the incident” had been pretty 
ordinary. I spent most of my time at school, hanging out with my 
best friend, Zuzu, and helping at my parents’ store. (pausing) 
There were Zuzu’s grandma’s spanakopita and Baba’s stockroom 
inventories, doing homework and avoiding my next-door-neighbour-slash-archnemesis and her giggly gang 
of popular girls. Regular old sixth-grade stuff. Nothing that really prepared me for inter-dimensional demon 
slaying.

I guess Ma and Baba had tried to warn me, in their own goofy way. They insisted on telling me that I’m a 
real Indian princess… And how they weren’t my real parents, but I'm actually the daughter of an underworld 
serpent king. Ma always told me how they found me when I was a baby, (using air quotes, again) floating in a 
clay pot down the river of dreams... (pausing)

Ever since I was a little girl, my parents had told me horrifying stories about rakkhosh [pronounced Ra-
KOSH]: these carnivorous demons who liked to speak in rhyme while chomping on innocent villagers. But, no 
matter how real giants or demons or goblins seem in stories, nothing can prepare you for seeing one on your 
doorstep…right?

(hesitating momentarily) I guess every kid whose family is from somewhere else thinks their parents are weird. 
But with mine, it wasn’t just their language or their clothes or their food. It was something more – like my 
parents never really appreciated the distinction between fact and fiction, science and mythology, dreams and 
reality. (pausing) But it wasn’t until that fateful twelfth birthday that I really understood why.

(pausing briefly) And now my parents are missing…and it’s up to me so save them. Find out if I’m successful 
(holding up copy of The Serpent’s Secret) in Kiranmala and the Kingdom Beyond – Book One: The Serpent’s 
Secret. It’s at your Scholastic Book Fair.




