
Themed contests and decorations can bring a new level of Book Fair excitement to your school 
community! Transform your event and kick-start student imaginations with ideas from our online 
Promotion Guide. Be sure to use your $60 promotional allowance.

Book covers contest – Have students draw the cover  
of their favourite book. The Chairperson can use these  
as decorations at the Book Fair. Any student who 
participates has their name put into a draw as part of  
the $60.00 promotional allowance.
Put it in writing – Hold an enchanted story writing contest. 
Students read their stories aloud before a panel that chooses 
the winner.
More great ideas in the online Promotion Guide!

Shelfies – Have students bring in pictures of themselves  
in front of a bookshelf. Place pictures in a container. Do a 
random draw for prizes.
Classroom door decorating contest – The Principal  
can select the winning class and reward students with a 
casual dress day or a special school privilege.
Guess the number of colourful unicorn treats. – Fill a clear 
glass jar with fruity cereal o’s and have kids guess how many 
there are to win a prize.

CONTEST IDEAS
Contests are a sure-fire way to build excitement. Try these ideas:

Your Fair can be a showcase for the 
creativity of your students. When they 
take charge of the décor, it gives 
parents and grandparents another 
reason to visit the Fair. Ask student 
volunteers or entire classes to give the 
school entrance, hallways, or 
classrooms a themed makeover.

DECORATING CAN BE FUN  
FOR EVERYONE

Use a Theme to Create Book Fair EXCITEMENT

PLAN YOUR DECORATIONS AND CONTESTS HERE:

$60 PROMOTIONAL ALLOWANCE*
Take $60 worth of product from your current Fair and use it to create  
excitement. Use it for: 
•  Prizes for school decorating, reading challenges, classroom and  

student contests
• Reading Incentives
• Raffles during Book Fair or at Family Event

* Not applicable to Discount Fairs

GO ONLINE                        The themed Promotion Guide  is available at www.scholastic.ca/bookfairs
Photo credit: Doug Scaletta
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By far the most successful way to build excitement is to host 
a fun Family Event, full of activities, contests, raffles, food and 
entertainment.

ACTIVITIES AND IDEAS Families attending your Family 
Event can deposit a ballot at the 
Fair for a draw. The winning family 
gets to choose $25 worth of books 
for their home library, plus the 
child’s teacher can choose another 
$25 worth of books for their 
classroom library!  
The books MUST be chosen from  
the Fair before pick-up.

$50 FAMILY EVENT 
DOOR PRIZE*

WRITE YOUR FAMILY EVENT PLANS HERE:

Plan Fun                  Events

* Not applicable  
to Discount Fairs

EXCITEMENT FAMILY

PLUS!            Check out the 

Highlights Flyers for the 

Family Event draw ballot!

GRAND EVENT
                      

    Grandparents welcome  

the opportunity to be a part of their 

grandchild’s school life to share time and 

stories with them. Invite grandparents  

to visit during the lunch hour and to take 

a tour of the school before visiting the  

Book Fair for a story session and shopping.

Photo credit: Doug Scaletta

Literacy Event – Stop, Drop & Read 
and Family Literacy Day.
School Activities – Meet the teacher, 
school BBQ, science, art or talent 
shows are great ways to get more 
families to attend your Book Fair.

Quality Time – Books ’n’ Blankets – 
students wear pajamas and enjoy  
having stories read by teachers, 
volunteers or students.
Community Reading Day – Host a 
read-aloud with local professionals 
(firefighter, police officer, sports figure 
or dignitary).  Ask your Principal to host 

your Family Event or 

participate in the activities.

___ ________________________________

Name

___ ________________________________

Classroom

Valid only for Book Fair Family Event.  

Ballot must be deposited by parent or guardian.

✁

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIRS

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIRS

Family Event Door Prize

 Every family that visits the 

Fair has a chance to win!

Plus $25 in books

for the classroom.

Win $25 in books

for your home library.

TIP

7EXCITEMENT



PLAN YOUR TEACHER SNEAK PEEK HERE:

Poster

Teacher 
Invitation 
reproducible

Book Wish List 
reproducible

NEW! More 
bookplates 
than ever!

LOOK FOR THE CLASSROOM 
WISH LIST PACKAGE IN 
YOUR PLANNING KIT. 
INCLUDES:

GO ONLINE!

Program 
Instruction 
sheet

Parents who cannot attend the Fair can 
still donate a book! Encourage them to 
choose one of the featured books 
online and complete the “Your Wish is 
Granted” reproducible. Go to   
www.bookfairs.ca/programs.php

The Classroom Wish List program is an effective way to get 
families involved in your literacy goals. It increases excitement, 
sales and above all gives children greater access to the books 
they want to read and instills a lifelong love of reading.

HOST A TEACHER PREVIEW
  INVITE staff members to a teacher Sneak Peek of the  
Book Fair

  TEACHERS identify books they wish to add to their 
classrooms

  DISPLAY their wishes at the Book Fair for shoppers to see 
(make a display or just display each teacher’s book list at  
the Fair)

  PARENTS can purchase a book for their child’s classroom 
library and place a bookplate on the inside cover of the 
donated book

  POST the “Your Wish is Granted” reproducible on your 
school’s website for easy parent access

For tips on how to make a display visit www.scholastic.ca/bookfairs 
Remember to use your school newsletter to promote the program to 
parents.

TIP       If a teacher cannot make it to 

the Sneak Peek, give them a 

Book Wish List to fill out. You can 

then display the list at the Fair.

Ask your Principal to attend your Sneak 

Peek too! He or she can lead the 

Scavenger Hunt with your teachers. 

See your Booktalk package for details.

NEW! Invite Your Principal!

8 EXCITEMENT



GENERATE ENTHUSIASM FOR LITERACY
As your community’s literacy leader, what better way to support 
your school’s reading efforts than by providing kids and their 
families, access and choice to books they want to read. 
How it works: 
Here are some ways you, your volunteers and students can use this program.

  CONTACT your Book Fair Consultant to request actual book copies for display at least 
two weeks ahead of your Fair. Once your Book Fair arrives, you can place these books 
on your Fair and sell as needed.

  HOLD Book Talks in the Library: request teachers bring their classes to the library at set 
times, to hear about, as well as preview these books.

  ENLIST Student Volunteers: ask students to give Book Talks to younger children, either 
during library time or in the classrooms.

  SCHOOL ANNOUNCEMENTS: use the reviews as well as the related Book Talk scripts 
(available FREE online at www.scholastic.ca/bookfairs/tipsandscripts.php) during daily 
announcements to promote the books and your upcoming Fair.

GREAT IDEA
To get older students and reluctant 
readers excited about reading, invite 
them to a Book Talk session that’s 
geared specifically to middle school 
level. Statistics show older kids 
shop best by word-of-mouth! 

© 2018 Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved. 14833 F18 Printed in the U.S.A. BF#378072

Booktalk noun (buk)(tawk)1. A conversation about a book that one has read infused with joy and emotion. Best if done daily.

Book Fair  Scavenger Hunt

 

A book you think should be in our classroom and school library? 
A book cover that makes you smile? A book by one of your favourite authors  or illustrators? 

A graphic novel? 
A fantasy novel? 
A biography? 
A book about sports? 
A book with an animal on the cover? A book featuring a character you’d like  to meet?

You and your students are surrounded by new and exciting books when you stand in the middle of your Book Fair.

I always encouraged my students to participate in a scavenger hunt activity during Book Fair week. Try it out with your students!  

CAN YOU FIND:

Literacy experts suggest having 300 to 750 books in the classroom to give every child access to books in their reading level and  the opportunity to choose a book that  interests them.1

DID YOU KNOW?

How to Booktalk:

For more Booktalk tips and FREE downloadable scripts go to scholastic.ca/bookfairs/booktalk.php

Grab their attention!Share one exciting part  of the story.

!

Don’t give away  too much – leave them wanting more!

?

Aim for 2-3 minutes; not too short, not too long.
Talk about what made this book so special for you!

Make a comparison!“If you liked Diary of a Wimpy Kid, you’ll love this!”

Open strong; ask a  question, give an opinion,  or make them laugh.

Boost Student Reading Skills Through Your Scholastic Book Fair
By Mr. Schu, Ambassador of School  Libraries for Scholastic Book Fairs®

Illustration © by Dan Stantat

Enclosed is your Booktalk [In-a-Box] program which 
features in-depth reviews for specially selected 
titles. To request actual book samples of these 
titles, contact your Book Fair Consultant today so 
we can ship them to you well in advance of the Fair.

by Sarah Darer Littman

Fall 2018 BooktalksBest for Grades 6–8

A ngel gets to spend the entire day at sea school with her best friends Coral and Shelly. What could be more purr-fect? She can’t wait to swim to school each morning! Ms. Harbor asks the students to conduct a research project on a favorite ocean animal. Angel always likes being the best, so her project has to be the most fin-teresting one in the whole class. She decides to study mermicorns, but Coral and Shelly don’t believe they are real. Will the purrmaids decide that 
three pairs 
of eyes are 
better than 
one and 
search all 
of Kittentail 
Cove for a 
mermicorn? 

by Sudipta Bardhan-Quallen,illustrated by Vivien Wu

Fall 2018 BooktalksBest for Grades 2–4

by Lauren Tarshis

THE ATTACK OF  THE GRIZZLIES, 1967

by LAUREN TARSHIS

Th e  N e w  Y o r k  Ti m e s  b e s T s e l l i N g  s e r i e s

W ho needs a big house when 
your backyard is a million acres of Rocky Mountain wilderness? Every year, Mel Vega and her family spend two weeks at Glacier National Park and Mel’s mom always reminds her that they are the guests; Glacier really belongs to the animals, especially grizzly bears. Grizzly bear sightings were rare and the huge creatures usually avoid people. There’s no question they are powerful, smart, and curious, which is why Mel is terrified when a grizzly bear smashes a window and tries to break down the  door of her cabin! 

THE ATTACK OF  THE GRIZZLIES, 1967

a fter her mother is arrested for stealing prescription pills at work, Fred suddenly finds herself in foster care. Mom has always told Fred they don’t need anyone but each other, so Fred decides to tough it out on her own. After all, she vows that she’ll be reunited with her mother soon. Even though Fred doesn’t make friends easily, she finds herself helping an abused dog and a friend who is being bullied at her new school. And in one of the biggest decisions of her life, Fred is forced to decide whether telling a lie will help or hurt her mom.  

Fall 2018 BooktalksBest for Grades 6–8 Fall 2018 BooktalksBest for Grades 5 & Up
Fall 2018 BooktalksBest for Grades 2–5

Written and illustratedby Aaron Blabey

by Cecilia Galante

Fall 2018 BooktalksBest for Grades K–2

Written and illustratedby Henry Cole

Fall 2018 BooktalksBest for Grades K–2

E veryone in Stella Walker’s family has served in the military, except for her. “Walkers are patriots. That’s what we do.” But when Stella’s older brother Rob returns from serving two tours in Afghanistan, he doesn’t act like the same person. He’s moody, angry, and unpredictable. When she asks Rob to go to a movie at the mall, she is shocked when he assaults someone. She doesn’t understand —wasn’t he serving overseas to protect people harassed because of their religion? As Stella waits to learn if Rob will face charges, she starts to wonder, what is a patriot? 

H ow can anyone function without a barcode? Dahlia and 4,999 other girls were cloned by a genetic engineer to be healthy, strong, and smart. Their human DNA was cloned and assembled to distribute genetic traits equally, creating humans in the same way a construction worker builds houses! When Dahlia graduates, she will join the trade labor division, but her curiosity makes her different, and after meeting a boy named Trigger, Dahlia knows that their mutual attraction is dangerous. If they require a blood test and discover possible genetic flaws, she could be sentenced to death!

P ig is a pug who loves attention and showing off all day long. He definitely thinks he’s a big star, but Pig takes it too far during a photo shoot with Trevor. Pig claims all the costumes, rules the set, and hogs every shot. He even demands that Trevor get him a donut! But when the cameraman wants to make Trevor the star, Pig can’t believe it. Hopefully, Pig will finally learn to let Trevor shine and not be such a swine!

K indness can be fun. Actually, it’s easier than being mean. There are so many different ways to be kind and these animal friends know just what to do. Bear wakes up with a smile. Fox plays red rover with a chicken. Mouse helps snake relax and unwind. Cat shares a toy with mouse. What act of kindness can you do? Compliment a friend’s project. Hold the door open for a classmate. Praise someone’s efforts. Help someone without being asked. Read to a friend. Think of new deeds to do and nice things to say, just like these animal friends, because after all, there are no limits to kindness. 

BRAVE NEW GIRL
by Rachel Vincent

1Fountas and Pennell, 1996; Allington and Cunningham, 2002
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by Diana López

Fall 2018 BooktalksBest for Grades 4–6

I f all of Luna Ramos’ girl cousins (primas) were in the same place, they would have to rent a football stadium! Luna thinks that every time she gets in trouble, a cousin is involved. Is her cousin Claudia really to blame when Luna’s latest punishment means not wearing hats for a whole month? Luna has loved wearing hats since she was two years old — a month seems like a lifetime! She wonders why Claudia always tattles on her. Is it possible for a cousin to be a real friend? And when she’s teased for being different, will Luna find another friend to step in?

Scholastic Book Fairs®

CANADA

© 2018 Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved. 14833 F18 Printed in the U.S.A. BF#378072

Booktalk noun (buk)(tawk)

1. A conversation about a book that one has read 

infused with joy and emotion. Best if done daily.

Book Fair  
Scavenger Hunt

 
A book you think should be in our 

classroom and school library? 

A book cover that makes you smile? 

A book by one of your favourite authors  

or illustrators? 

A graphic novel? 

A fantasy novel? 

A biography? 

A book about sports? 

A book with an animal on the cover? 

A book featuring a character you’d like  

to meet?

You and your students are 

surrounded by new and 

exciting books when you 

stand in the middle of your 

Book Fair.

I always encouraged my 

students to participate in 

a scavenger hunt activity 

during Book Fair week. Try 

it out with your students!  

CAN YOU FIND:

Literacy experts suggest having 300 to 750 

books in the classroom to give every child 

access to books in their reading level and  

the opportunity to choose a book that  

interests them.1

DID YOU KNOW?
How to Booktalk:

For more Booktalk tips and FREE 

downloadable scripts go to 

scholastic.ca/bookfairs/booktalk.php

Grab their attention!

Share one exciting part  

of the story.

!

Don’t give away  

too much – 
leave them wanting more!

?

Aim for 2-3 minutes; 

not too short, not too long.
Talk about what made this 

book so special for you!

Make a comparison!

“If you liked Diary of a Wimpy 

Kid, you’ll love this!”

Open strong; ask a  

question, give an opinion,  

or make them laugh.

Boost Student Reading 

Skills Through Your 

Scholastic Book Fair

By Mr. Schu, Ambassador of School  

Libraries for Scholastic Book Fairs®

Illustration © by Dan Stantat

Enclosed is your Booktalk [In-a-Box] program which 

features in-depth reviews for specially selected 

titles. To request actual book samples of these 

titles, contact your Book Fair Consultant today so 

we can ship them to you well in advance of the Fair.

by Sarah Darer Littman

Fall 2018 Booktalks

Best for Grades 6–8

Angel gets to spend 

the entire day at sea 

school with her best 

friends Coral and Shelly. 

What could be more 

purr-fect? She can’t wait 

to swim to school each 

morning! Ms. Harbor asks 

the students to conduct 

a research project on a 

favorite ocean animal. 

Angel always likes being 

the best, so her project 

has to be the most fin-

teresting one in the whole 

class. She decides to study 

mermicorns, but Coral and 

Shelly don’t believe they 

are real. Will the purrmaids 

decide that 

three pairs 

of eyes are 

better than 

one and 
search all 
of Kittentail 

Cove for a 

mermicorn? 

by Sudipta Bardhan-Quallen,

illustrated by Vivien Wu

Fall 2018 Booktalks

Best for Grades 2–4

by Lauren Tarshis

THE ATTACK O
F  

THE GRIZZLI
ES, 1967

by LAUREN TA
RSHIS

Th e  N e w  Y o r k  Ti m e s  b e s T s e l l i N g  s e r i e s

Who needs a big 

house when 

your backyard is 

a million acres of Rocky 

Mountain wilderness? 

Every year, Mel Vega and 

her family spend two weeks 

at Glacier National Park 

and Mel’s mom always 

reminds her that they are 

the guests; Glacier really 

belongs to the animals, 

especially grizzly bears. 

Grizzly bear sightings were 

rare and the huge creatures 

usually avoid people. 

There’s no question they 

are powerful, smart, and 

curious, which is why Mel 

is terrified when a grizzly 

bear smashes a window 

and tries to break down the  

door of her cabin! 

THE ATTACK OF  

THE GRIZZLIES,
 1967

afte
r her mother is 

arrested for stealing 

prescription pills at 

work, Fred suddenly finds 

herself in foster care. Mom 

has always told Fred they 

don’t need anyone but 

each other, so Fred decides 

to tough it out on her own. 

After all, she vows that 

she’ll be reunited with her 

mother soon. Even though 

Fred doesn’t make friends 

easily, she finds herself 

helping an abused dog 

and a friend who is being 

bullied at her new school. 

And in one of the biggest 

decisions of her life, Fred 

is forced to decide whether 

telling a lie will help or hurt 

her mom.  

Fall 2018 Booktalks

Best for Grades 6–8

Fall 2018 Booktalks

Best for Grades 5 & Up

Fall 2018 Booktalks

Best for Grades 2–5

Written and illustrated

by Aaron Blabey

by Cecilia Galante

Fall 2018 Booktalks

Best for Grades K–2

Written and illustrated

by Henry Cole

Fall 2018 Booktalks

Best for Grades K–2

E
veryone in Stella 

Walker’s family has 

served in the military, 

except for her. “Walkers 

are patriots. That’s what 

we do.” But when Stella’s 

older brother Rob returns 

from serving two tours in 

Afghanistan, he doesn’t 

act like the same person. 

He’s moody, angry, and 

unpredictable. When she 

asks Rob to go to a movie 

at the mall, she is shocked 

when he assaults someone. 

She doesn’t understand —

wasn’t he serving overseas 

to protect people harassed 

because of their religion? 

As Stella waits to learn if 

Rob will face charges, she 

starts to wonder, what is a 

patriot? 

H
ow can anyone function 

without a barcode? 

Dahlia and 4,999 other 

girls were cloned by a 

genetic engineer to be 

healthy, strong, and smart. 

Their human DNA was 

cloned and assembled 

to distribute genetic 

traits equally, creating 

humans in the same way 

a construction worker 

builds houses! When 

Dahlia graduates, she 

will join the trade labor 

division, but her curiosity 

makes her different, 

and after meeting a boy 

named Trigger, Dahlia 

knows that their mutual 

attraction is dangerous. 

If they require a blood 

test and discover possible 

genetic flaws, she could 

be sentenced to death!

P
ig is a pug who loves 

attention and showing 

off all day long. He 

definitely thinks he’s a big 

star, but Pig takes it too far 

during a photo shoot with 

Trevor. Pig claims all the 

costumes, rules the set, 

and hogs every shot. He 

even demands that Trevor 

get him a donut! But when 

the cameraman wants to 

make Trevor the star, Pig 

can’t believe it. Hopefully, 

Pig will finally learn to let 

Trevor shine and not be 

such a swine!

Kindness can be fun. 

Actually, it’s easier than 

being mean. There 

are so many different 

ways to be kind and these 

animal friends know just 

what to do. Bear wakes 

up with a smile. Fox plays 

red rover with a chicken. 

Mouse helps snake relax 

and unwind. Cat shares a 

toy with mouse. What act 

of kindness can you do? 

Compliment a friend’s 

project. Hold the door 

open for a classmate. Praise 

someone’s efforts. Help 

someone without being 

asked. Read to a friend. 

Think of new deeds to do 

and nice things to say, just 

like these animal friends, 

because after all, there are 

no limits to kindness. 

BRAVE NEW GIRL
by Rachel Vincent

1Fountas and Pennell, 1996; Allington and Cunningham, 2002
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by Diana López

Fall 2018 Booktalks

Best for Grades 4–6

If all of Luna Ramos’ 

girl cousins (primas) 

were in the same place, 

they would have to rent 

a football stadium! Luna 

thinks that every time 

she gets in trouble, a 

cousin is involved. Is her 

cousin Claudia really to 

blame when Luna’s latest 

punishment means not 

wearing hats for a whole 

month? Luna has loved 

wearing hats since she was 

two years old — a month 

seems like a lifetime! She 

wonders why Claudia 

always tattles on her. Is it 

possible for a cousin to be 

a real friend? And when 

she’s teased for being 

different, will Luna find 

another friend to step in?

Scholastic Book Fairs®

CANADA

INSPIRE 
YOUR 
STUDENTS!
Present daily Booktalks 
to your students to 
increase their book 
knowledge and reading 
interest. 

 Principals make 

the best book talkers 

and they can lead the 

Scavenger Hunt.

N E W !

D
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Double the

bookmarks

FREE double-sided Book Talk bookmarks 
in your Planning Kit just for you!

TIP

9EXCITEMENT


