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Jason opened another can of soda
and looked at the long,

dark staircase.

A painting of an old woman hung
above the stairs. The woman had
long white hair and a pale face.

Her eyes seemed to watch him.






Jason finished his soda

and opened another.

When Jason went to bed, he rushed
by the painting.



His uncle turned off

the lights.

Jason said, “It’s really dark

and the bathroom 1is

all the way downstairs.”

“I’ll leave a light on

in the bathroom,”

his uncle promised.




Jason fell asleep.

But he woke up when the old clock
struck midnight.

DING. DING. DING.

DING. DING. DING.
DING. DING. DING.
DING. DING. DING.

[t rang so loudly the house seemed
to shake.

Jason had to pee—badly.
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